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CAN ONE PERSON MAKE A DIFFERENCE? 

 Way back in 1960, a young Engineer joined the New Jersey Department of Conservation. 
 He liked the idea of working to protect New Jersey's natural blessings - the Jersey shore, plentiful 
pure water, fields and forests and healthy air. 
 Ever since those long ago years, Bernie Moore has been working to preserve these values. 
FROM SMALL BEGINNINGS 

 The name of his Department has changed:  It is now the New Jersey Department of Environmental 
Protection. The NJDEP. 
 It's size has changed.  When Bernie Moore began, the Department consisted of about 1,200 
persons.  (It now is made up of more than 3,000 people). 
GROWING RESPONSIBILTIES IN A GROWING DEPARTMENT 

 The NJDEP's mission has expanded in many ways.  Jersey shore beach replenishment has 
become a very significant responsibility of the NJDEP.  And persuading Congress to send back some 
of the millions of Federal tax dollars, collected in NJ, to help with beach replenishment, is a very 
important challenge. 
 Bernie Moore found himself in charge of beach replenishment. 
 Prevention of major floods was added to the NJDEP's charter of responsibilities in the early 1970's. 
MORE RESPONSIBILITIES 

 Bernie Moore's record of accomplishment in actually getting things built led to an additional 
assignment:  Help get the Federal money needed for flood control; and then make flood protection 
actually happen in New Jersey. 
 Back in the 1960's, former Congressman Robert Roe was New Jersey Commissioner of what is 
now the NJDEP.  He came to know Bernie quite well:  Bob Roe was Bernie's "Boss" for 6 years in the 
1960's. 
 And later, when Congressman Bob Roe was a key member of the Committee in the House of 
Representatives where the important decisions were made about how much money each State would 
receive for water related work; shore protection and for flood control, who but Bernie Moore appeared 
at the hearings to testify about New Jersey's needs. 
 Congressman Emeritus Robert A. Roe has this to say about Bernard J. Moore: 
 

"Bernie's work in the NJDEP over the many years that I have known him has been highly 
professional and extremely productive for all the citizens of New Jersey. 



Beside his extraordinary work in the NJ Shore Beach Replenishment Program, that has 
been ongoing for many years, Bernie has worked on many Flood Control Projects all 
over the State of New Jersey. 
In 1986, my Congressional Public Works and Transportation Committee authorized 
(H.R.6 WRDA); among the NJ Projects were: 
• Green Brook Flood Control 
• Molly Ann's Brook Flood Control 
• Lower Saddle River Flood Control 
• Ramapo River at Oakland 
• Passaic River Basin Channel Clearing 
• Passaic River Flood Warning System 
Bernie has managed these highly complex projects over the years and they are now 
completed or in their final stages of completion; Bernie should, by all means, be very 
proud and highly commended for his many accomplishments over the years of service to 
the State of New Jersey and its citizens. 
We all Salute Bernie Moore with deepest appreciation of a job well done. 
I wish Bernie Good Health and Happiness in Retirement". 

THE THOUGHTS OF HIS RECENT BOSS 

 Former NJDEP Commissioner Robert Shinn (who headed the NJDEP for 8 years, 1994-2002) 
came to know Bernie well.  Of Bernard J. Moore, Commissioner Shinn says: 
 

"Bernie Moore has a distinguished record in New Jersey.  Not only in length of service, 
but more importantly, his major contributions to preserve, enhance and protect New 
Jersey's coastal resources.  He's been so influential for so many years in so many ways, 
you could say when it comes to coastal resources, Bernie wrote the book and it's a great 
story for New Jersey". 

THE THOUGHTS OF VERNON A. NOBLE 

 Since the beginning of the Green Brook Flood Control Commission, more than thirty years ago, 
Vernon A. Noble has been its Chairman. 
 He has this to say about Bernie Moore: 
 

"Bernie Moore is a true professional; a gentlemen who tells you how it is.  As in an old 
saying, 'a man to ride the river with'". 

AN HONEST AND STRAIGHTFORWARD PERSON 

 Bernie Moore has always been a realist about his work.  He knows that the majority of affected 
people in New Jersey want to see the beaches preserved; and want to see protection against 
devastating floods.  But he also recognizes that there is a minority who do not care, and who object to 
seeing their tax dollars spent for such intervention. 
 Bernie has always dealt with these objectors in a calm and honorable way, explaining that what he 
is doing is what the majority want and it is being done in a way which represents the least interference 
with nature's natural processes. 
THE EXPERIENCE OF THE COMMISSION 
 The Green Brook Flood Control Commission has worked with Bernie Moore since the 
Commission's beginnings in the early 1970's. 
 The Commission has developed tremendous respect for Bernie. He hasn't always told the 
Commission what we wanted to hear.  But he has always been straight with the Commission.  And 
when he does say that some certain thing will happen, it happens. 
 
 



BEST WISHES FOR YOUR RETIREMENT, BERNIE 

 The Commission of course is very sorry to see Bernie leave the picture.  He has been invaluable. 
 But the Commission is delighted to know that Bernie leaves the NJDEP in honor; with permanent 
accomplishments of major magnitude; and, with a well deserved life of carefree leisure lying ahead. 
 Thanks Bernie. 
 


